PMECFS

Sustainability, Innovation,

and Future
DR. MUATASIM ISMAEEL

Management Consultant & Trainer (Freelancer), Oman and UAE

- Associate Trainer, Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University (HBMSU), Dubail, UAE:
teaching and assessing professional education programs in innovation, e-transformation,
and strategic management (since 2014)

- Part-time Trainer and Assessor, Knowledge Group, Abu Dhabi University, UAE:
teaching and assessing professional education programs in strategic management,
and leadership (since 2010)

- Part-time Trainer and Consultant, INJAZ Development, Sultanate of Oman:
teaching and assessing professional education programs and providing training and
consulting services in strategic management, leadership, entrepreneurship, innovation,
and performance management (since 2010)

- Part-time Trainer with several training companies in the GCC region (since 2006)

- External Verifier with City & Guilds — ILM: quality assurance of professional education
programs delivered by approved centers in the GCC region (since 2016)

PRINCE MOHAMMAD BIN FAHD CENTER FOR FUTURISTIC STUDIES

Prince Mohammad bin Fahd University (el DATE: OCTOBER 19, 2020 VIRTUAL CLASS
S TIME: 5:00 PM, KSA (GMT+3) == BLACKBOARD COLLABORATE
Website : http://pmicfs.pmuedusa/default.aspx



“Sustainability, Innovation & Future”

Dr. Muatasim Ismaeel

Prince Mohammed bin Fahd Center for Futuristic Studies (PMFCFS) hosted a webinar titled “Sustainability, Innovation, and
Future” delivered by Dr. Muatasim Ismaeel on the 19" of October 2020, at 5 PM. Dr. Muatasim is an independent researcher, and a
management consultant & trainer (freelancer) in Oman and UAE. He delivers consulting and training services to public and private
organizations in strategic management, organizational development, HR development, leadership skills, business skills, innovation, and
soft skills.

Dr. Muatasim began his presentation by defining innovation, sustainability and how are they linked to each other and to the
future. He explained that innovation has a strong link to the future because any innovation should be consistent with future trends and
therefore used in the future which also creates value for the users. This concept raised the question, “Do innovations and sustainability
always create value?” This question sparked a fruitful discussion. The students shared their views upon the subject and all the
respondents explained that sustainability is nearly always a positive influence as long as it does not create barriers for innovation. Within
the discussion both the participants and Dr. Muatasim agreed that not all innovations have a positive impact. Dr. Muatasim illustrated
that though not all innovations are positive, all create value in some way to somebody. He continued his lecture by introducing the
different types of innovation and shedding the light on the need of a systemic approach in order for innovation as related to sustainability
to have a real impact. Dr. Muatasim then demonstrated the Multi-Level Theoretical Perspective of Socio-technical Change which
includes landscape, regime, and niche which all have to be aligned for innovation to succeed. The second part of the lecture focused on
the research, “Pathway toward Zero Carbon Emissions in the GCC Countries”, that he is currently working on and is funded by Prince
Mohammed bin Fahd University. Dr. Muatasim elaborated on his current results which illustrated our region’s present low contribution
to CO2 emissions issue. This draws various feasible pathways toward a sustainable future in our region. This is a responsibility shared

amongst individuals, corporations, and governments as we all need to establish the future we desire and compare it with the present that



we live in, in order to draw conclusions on what vital actions need to be transpired. As in regard to the governments’ role in sustainability,
all the GCC countries signed the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.
The presentation delivered by Dr. Muatasim piqued the interest of the audience and inspired many questions and comments

throughout the lecture. He ended the webinar with the promise of sharing the final results of his research with PMFCFS when it is
completed.
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