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Futures for All
Dr. Peter Bishop

Prince Mohammad Bin Fahd Center for Futuristic Studies (PMFCFS), with the collaboration of World Futures Studies
Federation (WFSF), hosted a webinar in the evening of Wednesday, the 30th of September 2020, titled “Futures for All,” and delivered
by Dr. Peter Bishop. Dr. Bishop is the Founder and Executive Director of “Teach the Future” based in Sacramento, California, USA.
He is also a Professor Emeritus of Strategic Foresight at the University of Houston.

Dr. Bishop gave an illuminating introduction about futures studies and how important it is for this generation as well as for
generations to come. He began the presentation describing the centrality of the future to our lives and our world and the need for it to
be part of the schools’ and universities’ core curriculum. He praised Prince Mohammad Bin Fahd University for introducing a futures
studies course to the university’s curriculum. He continued the lecture by illustrating the Foresight Framework’s six steps, starting with
the researchers scanning, collecting, and deploying information on the subject matter leading to a systematic view of alternatives and
their implications. Following that step, researchers create descriptions of alternative futures by using the tools available to narrow down
the alternative futures and identify the most plausible. Dr. Bishop explained that change comes from (1) the world, called inbound
change, including, external factors and changes that impact our world, and (2) from ourselves, called outbound change, which consists
of actions we take to create a better world for ourselves, our families, our communities, and the nation and world as a whole

Dr. Bishop then explained the next step, visualizing the most preferred futures, where the researchers then begin planning
blueprints for the preferrable futures. Finally, the blueprints are put into action, and results, as well as their implications, are discussed
amongst the researchers.

Dr. Bishop highlighted the importance of taking all fields of knowledge into account when looking into the future. He emphasized
the need to study futures because it is not given the attention it deserves for it to impact the futures of this generation and generations to

come.



Dr. Bishop then directed the audience’s attention to the world we live in; an uncertain, dynamic, and complex world. Therefore,
we all need to think and search for different alternative futures and the methods to exert real change in the present for the purpose of the
future. He mentioned that the ethical standards of all fields of knowledge apply when it comes to futures studies. Futures studies has
one unique ethical standard. It should take into consideration future generations that could be impacted by change.

Dr. Peter Bishop concluded his discussion illustrating the need to study and prepare for as many alternative futures as possible,
because there is no one future. Dr. Peter Bishop’s lecture sparked positive and fruitful discussions throughout the entire duration from

participants which included students and faculty members.
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